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FULL COMMITTEE HEARING ON H. R. 1987, H. R. 787, H. R. 3246, 
H. R. 5237, AND H. R. 6744 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoM™MITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D. C., Wednesday, May 8, 1957. 

The committee met at 11:45 a. m., Hon. Carl Vinson, chairman of 
the committee, presiding. 

The Cuarrman. Now, we have a report from Mr. Durham’s sub- 
committee, and if you will just wait for about 15 minutes I think we 
can finish that and get these bills on the calendar. And a quorum 
must be present. They are very anxious that we put out all the bills 
as rapidly as possible. 

Now, Mr. Durham, will you submit your report. 

Mr. Duras. Mr. Chairman 

The CuarrMan, Let there be order now. 

Mr. DurHam. Subcommittee No. 3 met on Friday, May 3, and con- 
sidered six bills. ‘They are as follows: 

H. R. 1987, introduced by Mrs. St. George. This bill, as introduced, 
would have authorized the payment of $165,000 to the village of High- 
land Falls, N. Y., toward the cost of the water filtration plant con- 
structed by that v ills age. 

Briefly, the history of this legislation is this: Because of some of 
the construction activities in the area of West Point, the drinking 
water of the village of Highland Falls was made turbid. Other ele- 
ments also contributed to this pollution of the water and the United 
States has contended that it is only partly responsible. 

However, the 80th Congress passed Public Law 627, which author- 
ized the grant of $85,000 to the village as a contribution toward the 
total cost of the plant, which was then estimated to be $186,000. It 
would appear that the Congress in enacting that legislation assumed 
that the responsibility of the United States represented something 
slightly less than 50 percent from the standpoint of liability. 

On the same basis of proportional cost, this bill would authorize 
the payment of an additional $30,000, and the bill was so amended. 
Payment of the whole $165,000 would have resulted in the United 
States paying the total cost of the filtration plant, which ultimately 
turned out to be $250,000. 

The bill, therefore, was amended by striking $165,000 on page 1, line 
8, and inserting in lieu thereof $30,000. The title was also modified. 

The CHarrman. May I say this, Mr. Durham, I think this weuld 
be fair and equitable and doing what is right. It should be $40,000, 
on this basis, Now this system was polluted by something that hap- 
pened up at West Point and the community went to court and asked 
for $300,000 in total claims. They lost it. So they came to Congress, 
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through Mrs. St. George, and asked for some assistance, and we gave 
them $85,000 when it was estimated that the plant would cost $186,000. 
That was about 46 percent. 

Now if you add the $85,000 and the $30,000, it makes $115,000, and 
the total cost of the plant was $250,000. And if the Government has 
already recognized 46 percent responsibility, I think it is nothing but 
fair and equitable to make it 50 percent, which would be an increase 
of $10,000. I am suggesting for your consideration that it be raised 
$10,000, making it $40,000, instead of $30,000, which the Department 
has recommended. There can be no doubt that this water was polluted. 
They had to build a filtration plant on account of what happened at 
West Point. That is a pretty fair proposition. They had no legal 
right—they lost the case completely. But we recognized there was 
a moral obligation and gave 46 percent. I think it ought to go to 
50 percent. 

Mr. Duruam. Mr. Chairman, when the 80th Congress passed law 
627, it specifically, of course, stated that it was a total payment at 
that time. Now this has been over a period, I believe, since 1932, is 
that correct ? 

Mrs. St. Grorce. That is correct. 

Mr. DurHam. We all recognized, or tried to recognize, the fact that 
this thing being delayed so long, there was a certain amount of in- 
creased cost, certainly, which is hard to determine. 

Mrs. Sr. Grorce. Mr. Chairman, could I just explain one thing 
that I don’t believe I explained very clearly to the subcommittee. 
Now this has nothing to do with the decision of the committee, but it is 
merely to make my position clear. I stated at that time that originally 
the cost was estimated at $186,000. Congress awarded $85,000, which 
was actually 45.7 percent. 

The Cuarrman. 45 percent. 

Mrs. Sr. George. 45.7. Now that I accepted as the formula, and I 
am willing to accept that—well, of course, I have to accept anything, I 
admit that. But that is the premise that I am going on. 

Now as a matter of fact this plant cost $250,000. In reintroducing 
this bill for the total amount, which would bring—the present bill is 
$165,000—I am taking more or less for granted that you will apply 
that same formula of 45.7 percent to this second bill. 

Now the question has been brought up 

The Cuatrman. Give us the amount in dollars and cents. 

Mrs. St. Grorce. That would amount to $75,405. 

Now in bringing up the $30,000, you are applying to the total of 
$250,000. You are saying that 45.7 percent of that amount—and that 
is entirely correct. But I would like to bring to your attention that 
you are applying that formula twice to the original $85,000, because 
you are lumping the whole thing in together. And the total amount 
of the cost of this plant has been $250,000. 

So, therefore, we receive one $85,000, which is a cut already of 45.7, 
and then you add that on again, putting it into the $250,000, and 
therefore you are applying $94,000—I mean 94 percent cut to the 
original $85,000. 

Now I am just saying this to make my position clear, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuarrman. Let me put it this way, Mrs. St. George. You 
already got $85,000. If you get $30,000 by this bill which the Depart- 
ment has recommended, that makes it $115,000. 
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Mrs. St. Grorer. That is right. 

The Cuareman. And your plant cost $250,000. 

Mrs. Sr. Georer. That is right. 

The CuatrmMan. I am suggesting that the Government, instead of 
paying 47 percent, the Government pay 50 percent, which would in- 
crease this bill to $40,000, and that would be one-half plus the $85,000, 
which would be $125,000. 

Mrs. Sr. Grorer. That is right. 

Mr. Durnam. Mr. Chairman, I think the only thing that the sub- 
committee had to go on was to base it on what Congress had done on 
the formula, which, of course, was 45 percent. 

The CuHarrman. Well, what do you have to say ¢ 

Mr. Duruam. I have no objection to it personally myself. Now if 
the other subcommittee members—some are here, and some are not. 
[ don’t know what they willdo. I won’t oppose it. 

Mr. Bennetr. I would say 50 percent. 

Mr. Bares. That is fair enough. Second the motion. 

Mr. Cote. I move that we change it from $30,000 to $40,000. 

The Cuarrman. I think that is fair. Without objection, the bill is 
favorably reported, and Mrs. St. George will report the bill. And it 
will be amended by striking out $30,000 and inserting in lieu thereof 
$40,000. All right. 

Now the next one. 

Mr. Durnam. The second bill is H. R. 787. This was introduced 
by Mr. Miller of this committee. 

The Crarrman. It isa department bill? 

Mr. Durnam. Yes, sir. 

It would authorize an exchange of lands between the United States 
and the State of California in connection with the construction of a 
tube under the Alameda estuary. The United States would receive 
20.8 acres, and the State of California would receive 13.6 acres under 
this bill. The value of the land to be conveyed by the Government is 
approximately $174,000. The value of the land to be received by the 
United States is approximately $182,000. On the basis of money 
alone, then, the United States is the gainer by $8,000. Also, the State 
of California will relocate Army improvements from their present 
areas to the area to be conveyed by the State. Certain benefits will 
accrue to the Alameda administration center by reason of very much 
improved traffic conditions. 

The bill was amended on page 2, line 4, by inserting after the word 
“as”, the words “have been or.” The only reason for this amendment 
is to embody in the bill agreements already arrived at between the 
United States and the State of California. 

The CuHarrMan. Without objection, the bill will be favorably 
reported. 

Mr. Miller will report the bill. 

Mr. Duruam. The third bill is H. R. 3246, introduced by Mr, Price 
of this committee. It is a departmental measure. It involves, like the 
last bill, an exchange of lands. In this instance, the United States 
would convey to Puerto Rico about 5.7 acres, and ’Puerto Rico would 
convey to the United States approximately 2 acres. All of these lands 
are located in the vicinity of the entrance to the naval air station in 
San Juan, P. R. 
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The comparative values are $66,000 for the land to be conveyed to 
the United States, and $72,000 for the land to be conveyed to Puerto 
Rico. Both Puerto Rico and the United States will benefit from the 
exchange through improved traflic conditions. The United States 
will also remove a security problem through this exchange. 

The Cuarrman. Without objection, the committee reports that. 

Now, the next bill is H. R. 5237, a departmental bill. 

Mr. Duruam. That is right. This bill would authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Navy to furnish supplies and services to foreign vessels 
and aircraft. 

Briefly stated, existing law permits the Secretary of the Navy to 

rovide routine port services, including tugs, line handling, and util- 
ities without an advance of funds by the foreign ship at bases within 
the United States. Also, the Navy can furnish fuel, provisions, and 
spare parts under similar circumstances. 

The Navy may not, however, perform any overhaul, repairs, or 
alterations to foreign vessels, unless payment has been made in ad- 
vance by the foreign country. 

This bill will permit the Secretary of the Navy to furnish all of the 
services and supplies which I have mentioned anywhere in the world 
and without an advance of funds. The bill will also permit similar 
services to be furnished to foreign aircraft. 

The need for this legislation is based on the worldwide activities of 
our military cooperation with friendly foreign nations, particularly 
through organizations such as NATO and SEATO. 

The bill was amended to correct a typographical error on page 2, 
line 21, where it second appears, change “to” to “the”. : 

The CHarrman. Without objection, the amendment is agreed to, 
and without objection, the bill will be favorably reported. . 

Mr. Durham will report the bill. 

Mr. Duruam. The fifth bill is H. R. 6744, which will permit a 
larger number of employees of the National Advisory Committee for 
Aeronautics to carry on graduate study and research. 

This Committee, and the Congress, has previously granted authority 
for NACA to pay salaries to its professional employees while these 
employees are attending graduate schools or doing research. The 
first limitation was that the salaries to be paid during the period of 
study could not exceed $50,000. This was later raised to $100,000. 
This bill would raise it to 2 percent of the total salaries paid to NACA 
professional employees during the fiscal year. 

The 2 percent will represent something in the order of $350,000. 
NACA stated that it had no actual need for this amount of authority 
at this time, but that it was highly likely that as the next few years go 
by this authority will be required. 

The basic law has limitations as to the amount of leave which may 
be granted an individual, requires him to return to NACA after his 
study or reimburse NACA for the salary paid him during his study 
bering and generally protects the interest of the Government in every 
res . 

ow, Mr. Chairman, this is brought about by the fact that there 
have been so many changes in these technical and scientific matters. 

The Cuamman. Without objection, the bill will be favorably re- 
ported and Mr. Durham will report the bill. 
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The next bill is to transfer by the Secretary of the Air Force 37 


acres to the State of Wyoming. 

Mr. DuruAm. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. I am familiar with that. Without objection, the 
bill is reported and Mr. Durham will report the bill. 

Now, members of the committee, we will take a recess until Tuesday 
morning. 

Thank all of you for a the meeting. 

(Whereupon, at 11:58 a. m., Thursday, May 9, 1957, the committee 


adjourned to Tuesday, May 14, 1957.) 
O 





